
Sebring News |  Aug ust  2017

•	 Rail Spur  
Reconstruction 

•	 Airport Encouragement 
Zone: Award Winner

•	 Airside Center  
RefreshIN
SI

D
E

Executive Director’s 
	    	REPORT
Executive Director’s 
	    	REPORT



County planning  
received two awards 
for the above-
mentioned study. 
Florida Planning 
and Zoning 
Association 2017 
Award of Merit 
and National 
Association of 
Development 
Organizations 
Innovation Award.

The awards were presented to the 
Commission at its meeting of August 
15th, 2017.  Mr. McDevitt represented the 
Authority. 

About this project:
Sebring Airport 
Encouragement Zone (SAEZ)
A portion of the Sebring Airport and 
Commerce Park area is designated as the 
Rural Area of Opportunity (RAO) Catalyst 
Project for the Heartland Region. Due to its 
importance to the regional economy, the area 
and its ability to be developed or expanded in 
the near future, the area is also identified as a 
Key Project in the Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy for the Region. 

The goal of the SAEZ/SLMUD Area Overlay 
is to promote development and redevelop-
ment of this regional economic center, to con-
serve important environmental and natural 
resources and to offer a livable and walkable 
community. Through mixed use projects 
planned to develop in a balanced manner, a 
diversity of housing types and jobs will pro-
mote a resilient and vibrant community.

All development shall comply with the 
policies stated within this section in addi-
tion to all other policies within the Future 

Land Use Element and other elements 
incorporated within the Highlands County 
Comprehensive Plan not in conflict with 
these policies. 

Spring Lake Mixed Use 
Development Area (SLMUD)
Created in 1971 by the State Legislature 
(Laws of Florida 71-669), the Spring Lake 
development (Spring Lake) is administered 
by the Spring Lake Improvement District 
and consists of 3,359 acres. Spring Lake is an 
independent special district and is a unit of 
local government, similar to a municipality, 
with the exception that the District does not 
have authority over land use, zoning, police, 
or fire. The District maintains all canals and 
most water bodies within its boundaries. 
Spring Lake is a mixed use community with 
a variety of housing types as well as a golf 
course and other recreation facilities.

      

PROJECT NOMINATION: 
SEBRING AIRPORT ENCOURAGEMENT ZONE/ 

SPRING LAKE MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT 
AREA OVERLAY 

 
APPLICATION FOR: 

2017 Project Awards Program 
American Planning Association, Florida Chapter 

IN CATEGORY:  
Best Practices Award 

 

APPLICATION CONTENTS: 
• Planning Document (SAEZ/SLMUD Overlay) 
• Completed Application 

o Brief Description of Project (Max. 500 words) 
o Project Summary (Max. 100 words) 
o Discussion Demonstrating Award Evaluation Criteria (Max. 200 words each) 

• Visual Materials (5 digital graphics and images) 
• Letter of Recommendation in Support of Award Submission (1 letter) 
• $50.00 Application Fee  

Airport Encouragement Zone/Spring Lake Mixed Use Development Overlay



Rail Spur Reconstruction
We have just received Joint Participation 
Agreement from FDOT to design the com-
plete reconstruction of our two-mile rail 
spur.  The design effort will take approxi-
mately 9-12 months with the first phase of 
construction beginning shortly thereafter.

Apron Project
We have just received Grant Agreement 
from FAA to design the complete recon-
struction of our apron.  The design effort 
will take approximately 9-12 months with 
the first phase of construction beginning 
shortly thereafter.

Concrete Building Products
At auction yesterday, all personal prop-
erty and equipment was sold in bulk to 
Structural Plank Industries, Inc. The prin-
ciple, Emilio Vega, plans to renovate the 
facility and reopen the plant.  The facility 
will employ approximately 10-15 people.

Everglades
Everglades has purchased a building off 
Airport.  They will be out of their current 
facility on or before the expiration of their 
lease (January 2018).  We have placed the 
availability on our web based real-estate 
platform(LoopNet) and we have two inter-
ested companies.  We will keep you posted.       

Turf Care
Renews and consolidates leases.  Adds land 
for truck staging and parking.  On agenda 
for the August meeting.

Life Safety
We continue to work with the County on 
a fire apparatus for the Airport.  Many 
thanks to Commissioner Handley for his 
hard work on this matter. 

Webster Turn 
Reconstruction
We are beginning design of reconstruc-
tion work.  After design is completed, the 
project will be turned over to the County 
for construction. 

Airside Center Refresh
Its hard to believe we are working on our 
18th year in the Airside Center.  We are 
working with an interior designer to come 
up with a phased “master plan” for the 
renovations.  We will keep you apprised as 
we pursue this effort.    

OTHER NEWS 
AND INFO.

Unmanned Systems Forum
Planning continues for forum that will take place 
sometime in September. 



Sebring Regional Airport
128 Authority Lane
Sebring, Florida 33870
www.sebring-airport.com
863.655.6444
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A C C E L E R A T E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S ’ S  P O T E N T I A L 

With strategic access to major markets by land,  
sea and air—Sebring Regional Airport and Commerce 
Park offers a wide range of business advantages and 
incentives to support your company’s future. In the heart 
of Central Florida, the 2,000-acre park is conveniently 
situated within a 150-mile radius of 85 percent of the 
state’s population. Already home to Sebring International 
Raceway, a premier sports car racing facility, the park is 
uniquely positioned to accelerate your business. 

A T  A  G L A N C E

Transportation Access 
 Major Highways: Nearby Highways 27, 70 & 98 link to  

  Florida’s Turnpike and major interstates: I-4, I-95 & I-75.

Air: Sebring Regional serves corporate aircraft and air freight.  

  Seven international airports are located within 150 miles,  

  including Orlando and Tampa.

Sea: Ports of Tampa and Manatee are 90 miles away with  

  five other deep-water ports easily accessible.

Rail: Industrial rail spur runs directly to the park.

Workforce Needs
Funding assistance for customized training available through  

Heartland Workforce Board and nearby training providers, including:

 Locally funded Employed Worker Training Program for  

  existing businesses.

 Florida’s Quick Response Training Program for new or  

  expanding businesses.

 Florida’s Incumbent Worker Training Program provides skills  

  upgrade training for existing businesses.

Infrastructure 
Electrical service: Progress Energy

Water & Sewer: City of Sebring Utilities

 Natural Gas: Sebring Gas

Telecom: Embarq Telecommunications

Taxes and Incentives

  the park offers numerous financial incentives.

 

  Agency’s in the country, Sebring Airport Authority can provide  

  unique economic development incentives.

  Sebring Airport Authority can offer special incentives to  

  qualifying life sciences projects.

 

  economic expansion.

To begin exploring how Sebring Regional Airport and Commerce Park can help your business take off, contact us today: 

Sebring Airport Authority. 128 Authority Lane. Sebring, FL 33870. (863) 655-6444. www.sebring-airport.com.


